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Phillip Island 2009 1 Formula Fords as far as the eye can see......Tom Tweedie on pole alongside Greg
Watson. Sadly Jon Miles is missing from third spot due to an oil line hernia on the dummy grid.
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GRANTS RANT

What a magnificent photo%)raph. The grid shot
from Phillip Islands 40" anniversary race
shows how much historic formula ford has
grown, and what a great class it is.

And dare | mention the front row featured two
Australian designed and manufactured cars.
There is obviously no shortage of historic
formula fords in this country, and the VHRR
has shown that if you put on the right event,
the people will come....in droves. My report
below details some of the highlights of the
weekend,

Since the opening round at PI, the second
round of the 40" Anniversary series has been
run at Mallala and a report is also included
below.

Al so the HSRCA has ru
of the year, with a good entry of 20 FF but we
really would prefer a minimum of 30 entries. Of
particular interest at this meeting was the
scrutineering of several cars with respect to
compliance with FFA rules. Many cars
demonstrated rather high  compression
readings which hopefully indicates nothing
more than a faulty burette during engine
construction. Also noted were some variations
from C of D specifications. All engines from the
well known tuners had compression within the
expected range.

Now without flogging the horse too hard and in
consideration that historics is not about sheep
stations, | do believe we should race in the
true spirit of Formula Ford. That is a control
formula based on equality of machinery.
Having said that | do understand the natural
desire that some may feel to make up for a
lack of youth and talent and forgive them for
falling victim to the evil temptation created by
an historic Formula Ford trophy. 7 GB.

CAMS HISTORIC NEWS

Recently FFA representative John Van
Leeuwen and myself were invited to a one day
Astrategi c tovlook ktthe futpreé of
Historic Racing for the next 15 years or so.
There were representatives from most clubs
present. Generally speaking the outcome
produced a framework so that further detailed
discussions can take place.

=
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It will be interesting to see the draft document
when it is produced so that real competitor
input can target in on what is required for the
future, | will ask for your input when this
occurs, but this certainly is the first time future
planning has occurred and which has involved
the competitors. The CAMS board should be
congratulated on their foresight.

There is more good news for Historic FF in
that the CAMS board have set up an
independent (from the HC) committee to
analyse the future of our category. It certainly
appears by their actions that the new board
has the right approach in that it acts in Historic
members best interest, keep up the good
work!! -GB

PHILIP ISLAND FF40/1 event

| $h@ 20" AnRifefsdh celdBRutfors of Fbrmula

Ford competing in Australia have now started
with the completion of the first event at Philip
Island 13-15 March with 53 cars starting from
the original 68 parties that showed interest in
competing, which was a great result for VHRR
and Historic FF.

As | understand it there were in the order of
560 Historic cars of all types present which
only shows how much Historics have grown
over the years with the introduction of the
many new classes. It illustrates how much pre
event planning went into running an event of
this magnitude. Our thanks must go out to
president lan Tait for his vision and his band of
willing helpers that made this a FF event of
almost the same significance as the original
first Sandown event.

Victoria has been in a drought for many years
and despite much praying for fine weather on
the weekend by all competitors, the powers to
be decided to engulf the circuit with torrential
rain on the 3 days of competition. As | have
said before in Australia it should be seen by all
as an opportunity to master these rare slippery
conditions which would be the norm on most
weekends in many overseas countries.

Long time FF enthusiast and Elfin 600 owner
Laurie Bennett and enthusiastic Nick Mc
Donald have been planning the 40"
celebrations around the country. They wisely
chose to have 2 Qualifying sessions on the
Friday which certainly reduced the pressure on
all competitors to put in a flying lap on race
day. This proved successful with the ultimate
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result that all drivers were in their appropriate
grid position by race start on Saturday.

And over the weekend not one accident
occurred, with over 50 single seater cars
racing this is certainly a FANTASTIC result
that all drivers should be proud of and that
many other categories should envy.

There were many cars and drivers present that
had not been previously seen and they
included from the UK, Johanathan Brewin-
Palliser WDF2, Terry Van Der Zee- Elfin 600,

Chris  Lillingston-Price-MerlynMK11,  Andy
Newall-Palliser WDF2, From NZ, BA snow
Chisholm- Johnston Hussler, Peter Grant-
Elden PH25, Keith Cowan- Johnston, Phil
Foulkes- Trident Palliser.

Australian cars also having their first run were
made up of Jeff Thompson- Hawke DL17,
John DTE Smith-Lola T440, Tim Blanchard-
VD, John Turnbull- Lola T200, Tim Berryman-
Reynard 83, Stan Lawrence- March 73, Allan
Beats- Palliser WDF2, Steve Weller- Elfin 600.

It should be mentioned here that | know of 32
cars that are being completed to race in the
remaining championship events so 100 plus
cars for Sandown in November is possible.
Now that will be a sight to be seen, 3 grids of
cars !

QUALIFYING

As previously mentioned Qualifying took place
over 2 sessions on Friday with young Tom
Tweedie taking pole position in the Elwyn 002
at a 1:47.08 just in front of Greg Watson
driving the green Mawer. Third position was
taken by hard charging WA enthusiast Ray
Stubber in the beautiful blue Royale RP31 ( |
must be biased?). There are so many cars that
space does not allow for a full description of
qualifying.

It& also quite interesting to note that the first 2
positions were held by Fa/Q cars and that the
first Fb/R competitor is in third. This illustrates
the fine balance at play in historic FF. This
highlights my main objection to the extension
of the category to include Pre90 cars. The Pre-
90 <car s, especially t
far more advanced that they will dominate the
group and upset this balance..

Anyone Fa and Fb owners that think that Pre-
906s wi |l not change

formula ford should consider that Pre-9 0 ¢
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are still capable of running at the front of the
state series against current generation cars.

The other interesting point to note is that the
pole position holder is 20 years of age and that
second place is held by a mid 60s driver. This
illustrates the level playing field that has
always existed in. Historics is really about
having fun with your competitor mates and
going home with a straight car.

RACE 1 Saturday am Finelovercast

Tom Tweedie in the Elwyn was the car to beat
and effectively showed the field the way round
with Ray Stubber 2™ and a much improved
Nick Mc Donald in the Birrana 3", John
Connelly in the US built Zinc 210 and DTE
competitor Geoff Walters had a great race for
5/6 hotly pursued by Tim Berryman and DTE
winner John Smith.

By the finish we had dropped in numbers
down to 42 with a few mechanical issues and
by the afternoon as the weather was closing.
Our second race of the day was cancelled so
most competitors headed back to the pub early
for some well earned refreshment.

RACE 3 Sunday am overcast

Tweedie and Stubber had the game sewn up
but Tim Blanchard from a long standing FF
family and after a year in UK F3 had jumped to
credible 3" position in the Penrite car along
with a refreshed Tim Berryman and Andrew
Mc Innes 4/5.

Returned Formula Forder Jeff Thompson who
competed in 1969 with an Elfin 600 was
having a go in his ex Davidson Hawke DL17
retired with mechanical troubles as his
flywheel bolts had broken due to an over rev.

Jonathan Miles in the Blue 82 Reynard was
having a shocking weekend after qualifying in
the 2™ row and with oil leak problems and
failed to finish despite removing and replacing
his engine over the weekend but his day was
yet to come in the last race.

Van Di emenos ar e s o

dynamic of historic
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PHILLIP |SLAND
SCRAP BOOK

DTE winner John Smith Lola T440
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Tom Tweedie Elwyn

Jonathan Miles Reynard

Laurence Burford Royale RP21
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Greg Watson Mawer 004
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RACE 4 Sunday pm RAIN

As all drivers would be aware when it rains the
playing field tilts to show up car deficiencies
that dry conditions hide and race 4 was a
typical example.

With all the cars on the dummy grid the
heavens opened up to completely flood the
area with about 25mm of rain with many of the
drivers being soaked but in true FF style all
present remained seated ready for this last
event.

As most would be aware Tom Tweedie had
won all the races so far which is certainly a
fantastic result, but the dark horse was
Johnathan Miles who due to his oil leak
problems had to start from rear of grid as the
races on Sunday were progressive. By lap3 he
had overtaken 39 other drivers and was
catching the leader by 4 sec/lap which is quite
amazing under the conditions.

Whilst this was occurring Laurence Burford in
the yellow Royale had also overtaken 20 cars
to hold down 3" position. There was much
slipping and sliding taking place throughout
the field and by the 2nd last lap the very
experienced Brian Sampson in the Lola T644e
had made it to 6" position. The finishing order
was; Tweedie Fa, Burford Fa, Stubber Fb,
Miles Fb and Berryman Fb, Mc Donald Fa,

It would be great if Jonathan could send us a
how to do it setup data for these conditions as
most readers would be very interested in his
wet weather tricks!! (including myself).

Tom Tweedie was the leader on points for this
first FF40 event and must be congratulated on
his efforts, | will send out by email the overall
championship points table for all involved as
soon as they are calculated.

| would also like to thank all the competitors for
their support of our celebrations particularly
the overseas visitors who have made an
exceptional effort to be involved, the grid shot
is really quite amazing but it still only
represents 20% of the Historic FFs in
Australiaéé. We stildl

MALLALA REPORT

After the excitement and bustle of Phillip
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and experience the South Australian
hospitality and congenial laid-back
atmosphere. As usual, plenty of races were on
offer and 3 of the 5 counted for Round 2 of the
40 Year Festival. The organisers happily
worked in with us to sort progressive grids for
the festival races, to stop the non-
championship races affecting the points
results. Even the race result sheets notified the
reader whether it was a points score race or
not. Better still, a couple of helpful young girls
ran around delivering the sheets - and Easter
eggs - all weekend. Mallala to a tee.

It was a terrific turn up of cars, with 20 on the
track for qualifying. Daniel Watkins brought
his beautiful Royale over from WA , joined by
Allan Beats in the Palliser. Geoff Mclnnes was
back for a second crack in FF, this time in son
Andr ewds Lol a 640 and show
improvement over the weekend. Jeff
Thompson made his second appearance his
very pretty Hawke DL 17 and it was great to
see Laurie Bennett back behind the wheel of a
Formula Ford. Mind you, young Nick Bennett
did mumble something about not needing the
pressure of beating an older bloke in an older
car!

In beautiful, clear and warm conditions for

qualifying, Jon Miles showed sensational

pace, particularly since he
before. He posted an amazing 1.15.9, nearly a

second clear of the pack with Andrew

Mclnnes, Nick McDonald, Bruin Beasley and

Laurie Bennett filling the top 5 spots.

Race 1 didnét count for poin
the furious dicing with Andrew Mclnnes
hounding Jon Miles for the entire race, setting

a new lap record in the process of 1:16:43.
Andrew tried a desperate down-the-inside
move into the last hairpin, but it failed to come
off and left the two cars sitting stationary in the
corner with the field bearing down. Jon got
going just in time and got to the line but
Andrew had stalled leaving Nick McDonald,
Bruin Beasley and a bunch of others to get
past before Andrew could restart. So it was
Miles 1, McDonald 2, Beasley 3, with Nick
Bennett home in 4", just 6 tenths clear of his

h{ a voledl man andsuitaple welieyed.t o go! ! ! !

Race 2 was for points and this time Jon got
clear in the Reynard and was never headed,
enjoying a resounding win. Mclnnes and
McDonald locked in a duel for 2™ and 3", with
Nick and Laurie Bennett in the hunt along with

l sl and, itds al ways ni|ceGreg dva.chMcbomaldtjust gétdthes | batterdod
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Mclinnes in the finish, with Nick Bennett 4”‘,
Laurie 5™ and Greg Eva 6"

After the race, the cars were directed into the
scrutineering bay for a compulsory stop on the
weighbridge. Happily all were over the
minimum category weights and declared legal.
Letds hope we get t he
series of checks will be conducted at Oran
Park.

Race 3 was the first o]
once again the day was cloudless and very
war m. This race wasnbot
in the finish order of the previous non-points
race. Are you following this? (Kudos to the
organisers once again!) Mclnnes started 10"
after finishing that way after the off in the
earlier race. McDonald started at the back to
bed in some new tyres and so Miles was left to
make a break for it which he did, posting a
sensationally quick 1:16:45 in the process.
This race saw some of the best dicing with
Daniel Smith making a blistering start and
getting up to 4" by turn 3. Nick Bennett, Laurie
and Bruin Beasley were in there too and had
the crowd on their feet with some great wheel
to wheel action. In the end it was Miles 1st,

Mallala Grid

Bruin Beasley returning to the podium with a
classy second place while Mclnnes fought
back to 3. Nick Bennett, Laurie Bennett, Greg
Eva, Daniel Smith and Doug Matley rounded
out the top 8 with less than 2 seconds
separating 2™ through 5"

Race 4 was the second points race and once
again it was Miles into the lead. This time
Mclnnes and McDonald were left fighting
amongst themselves while Jon skipped clear.
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Mclnnes got some space eventually and set
off after Miles, but it was too little too late and
Miles finished the 5 lapper a few seconds clear
with Mclnnes ahead of McDonald by a second,
hotly pursued by the Bennett clan, Greg Eva
and David Watkins.

Race 5 was the 8 lap finale, and the crowd
were not disappointed by the action. While
Miles once again got a great start, Mclnnes
was determined not to let this one get away
and pulled a beautiful move at the end of the
first lap to sneak into the lead. McDonald was
metres behind chased by the Bennetts and the
ever improving Eva. Suddenly as the field
headed into turn 3, Miles disappeared off the
track in a cloud of dust. His clutch had given
up and he couldndt get
and lost it as a result.

Half the field got past Miles while Mclnnes
enjoyed the break. Meanwhile, Laurie Bennett
made his move on McDonald and the two
locked horns for a great battle. At one point
the two cars stayed literally side by side for
half a lap with neither driver prepared to give
ground. Nick Bennett had the ringside seat
while the rest of the field fell away.

In the end it was Mclnnes with a well deserved
win, McDonald sneaking past Laurie for 2",
Jon Miles came thundering home to grab 4"
just ahead of Nick Bennett and every driver
was left well and truly exhausted. Sensational
racing indeed.

Points Results

Just t o remind you al
finishing order for Fa (group Q) and the same
for Fb (R). Plus an additional 3,2 and 1 points
for the outright top
consistency paid off, helped by Miles and
Mclnnes taking points off each other in Fb. But
thered6s not much in it!
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