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Photos from the HSRCA Oran Park 40th Anniversary - Another huge grid at the iconic Sydney Circuit, sadly the last HSRCA 
event there. 

Photographs Courtesy Steve Oom 
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GRANTS RANT  

Well the season is in full stride with some very 
successful and significant meetings behind us. 
The formula ford fields at the marquee historic 
events have been impressive. 
 
To follow up the huge 40 plus field at Phillip 
Island, the recent HSRCA Oran Park meeting 
also attracted a field of nearly forty formula 
fords. A credit to all competitors and to the 
strength of formula ford as an historic class. 
 
You should have received an email regarding 
the upcoming 40

th
 anniversary event at 

Sandown. The promoters anticipate strong 
demand for formula ford entries, so your 
expression of interest is suggested to allow for 
the planning of this event. 
 

CAR OF THE MONTH  

The car is the STREAKER which is a near 
copy of the twice DTE winning Mawer design 
but first some background information is 
needed. 
  
Successful race engineer Dave Mawer 
produced the first Mawer FF theñGreen Carò 
for Paul Bernasconi to race in the DTE series 
of 1975 which he won. This car is now owned 
and raced by Greg Watson and son Garry and 
run very successfully in Historics. During this 
initial period the chassis was badly damaged 
and Elwyn Bickley (later of Elwyn fame) who at 
that time sub-contracted to Mawer 
Engineering, produced three more 
replacement chassis. 
 
It should also be mentioned that Harry 
Galloway (the Galloway FF constructer) was 
the team engineer at various times on several 
of these cars. Harry is highly skilled and 
assisted in their construction.  

  
 
The first new chassis was used to rebuilt using 
running gear form the damaged ñgreen carò 
but was now painted Red and continued itôs 
life as the Mawer ñRed Carò, ultimately winning 
the DTE again in 1979 in the hands of Russell 
Norden. A great effort 4 years later. This car 
was raced in Historics by HFF news editor 
John Keating until he purchased a Royale 
RP24 that better accommodates his 
substantial frame. Ex Porsche racer Wayne 
Cooper now has this car in his garage. 
  
The second new chassis was sold to Camden 
local and long time FF supporter Sean Wilson. 
Sean completed building the car and raced it 
for many years in the state series. He recently 
sold it to well known enthusiastic Historic 
collector, Alan Cruickshank and son Brian who 
is also Dave Mawerôs apprentice. I suggest he 
should be getting the good oil for the re build 
from the original master tradesman. 
 
The History of the third chassis is unknown 
and any advice on its history would be much 
appreciated so that the final jigsaw can be 
completed. 
  
And now to The STREAKER chassis No 
FF01 history as supplied by current owners 
Jeff and Eleanor Sorensen. -GCB 
 
The car was constructed during 1975 by Chick 
Audsley and Bruce Maxwell, employees of 
Mawer Engineering in Greenacre. The car was 
first log booked in January 1976 and raced by 
Chick Audsley and Bruce Maxwell during the 
period 1976-1978 The main circuits the car 
raced at were Oran Park and Amaroo  Park. 
The car also competed in the TAA Driver to 
Europe Series during this period. 
 
 
  
The Streaker then passed through the hands 
of Rod Kemp in 1979, Robert Sellar in 1992 
and Darren Harris in 2003. My enthusiastic 
wife Eleanor and I purchased the boxes of bits 
in April 2006. 
 
We then commenced on our voyage of 
discovery, learning new skills, meeting many 
enthusiasts who are always ever keen to share 
their knowledge and experiences in life and 
racing. 
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The restoration has been carried out as much 
as possible by ourselves and this work would 
not have been possible without the sharing of 
knowledge, skills and motivation and 
connections from many people including; 
Grant Burford, Fred Frech, Allan Henry, Dave 
and Barton Mawer, our eldest son Sean, Greg 
and Garry Watson. This is what HFF is all 
about, a many thanks to all involved. 

 
We have endeavored to present the car as it 
raced during 1976 (Fa/Q period), complete 
with colour decals and body colours, wheels 
etc. 
 
During February 2009 at Queensland 
Raceway (our nearest circuit), we had our first 
drive which after all the hard work this was 
extremely rewarding. We were really over the 
moon!! The Streaker performed way beyond 
our expectations. 
                                   Would we do it again, 

YES! YES! YES! 
          Keep on FORMULA FORDING, Jeff & 
Eleanor Sorensen 
  

HFF CONTACTS  

In this section each month we are going to list 
a new specialist supplier that is familiar with 
our unique challenges and this time its: 
 
William Wu 
CHOICE PLASTICS Pty Ltd 

Located at unit 36,195 Prospect Hwy 
Seven Hills NSW 2147 
Phone # 02 96246688 

Email; choiceplastics@hotmail.com 

 
They specialize in all things plastic and in 
particular moldings & plastic fabrication, and 
are very experienced in reproducing single 
seater molded windscreens without a pattern.  

40
th

 ANNIVE RSARY ORAN 

PARK ð HSRCA  

June 25-26 

 
Another terrific list of entries and a magnificent 
collection of cars from a wide range of current 
and former manufacturers. A special mention 
is due to those competitors who travelled 
interstate making up at least a quarter of the 
field. 
 
Oran Park is steeped in formula ford history 
and features a flowing layout with some 
challenging elevation changes. What a tragedy 
that this icon of Australian Motor Sport will 
close in December in the name of progress. I 
am sure that all competitors enjoyed the 
opportunity to challenge their abilities at the 
park.  

Friday Practice  

 
A beautiful Sydney winters day greeted the 
competitors many of whom were Oran Park 
virgins. The practice sessions were busy with 
over 40 cars and the track itself was relatively 
slippery due in part to the cleansing rains of 
recent weeks and the age of the well polished 
racing surface.  
 
Most competitors spent the day exploring 
setup and ratios, however all drivers made it 
through the day and all was set for a cracking 
qualifying session on Saturday. 

Saturday Qualifying  

 
Another fine day and moderate weather, 
however the temperature quickly rose due to a 
lengthy delay in the dayôs proceedings. This 
was due to the non arrival of the rescue truck, 
which we later discovered had been booked 
and confirmed. According to the latest HSRCA 
newsletter the contracted company simply did 
not show and no contact could be made with 
the owners. Fortunately the organizers made 

mailto:choiceplastics@hotmail.com


Historic Formula Ford News July 2009 

  

 
Page 4  

alternative arrangements and we were 
underway after a couple of hours wait. 
Thankfully the organizers recognized the 
significance of the formula ford event and 
allowing us the scheduled 15 minute qualifying 
while other classes had theirs shortened. 
 
Qualifying was dominated by the Watson 
Mawer with Gary Watson driving. Having 
missed Fridayôs practice Gary wasted no time 
in posting a hot 1:14.69. This performance not 
only highlights the driving skill of Gary, but also 
the advantage of quality preparation and setup 
by his team of father Greg and mechanic Craig 
Kelly. 
 
John Smith in his Lola was 1.59 seconds 
behind the Mawer. John, former DTE winner 
and Aust. F2 Champion in another life, has just 
rebuilt his T440 and was suitably impressed by 
the Watson performance. 
  
Qualifying third was Rebel Wheels 
manufacturer Geoff Walters in his Elwynn with 
Jonathan Miles an impressive fourth on his 
first visit to Oran Park. 
 
The full qualifying grid was as follows: 
 
  

 
Driver Vehicle 

   1 Garry Watson (QFF) Mawer FF 

2 John Smith (QFF) Lola T440 FF 

3 Geoff Walters (RFF) Elwyn 003 

4 Jonathan Miles (RFF) Reynard 

5 Nick McDonald (QFF) Birrana B72 FF 

6 Laurence Burford (QFF) Royale RP21 FF 

7 Chris King (RFF) Reynard FF 

8 Tim Berryman (RFF) Reynard FF 

9 John Connelly (QFF) Zinc Z10 FF 

10 Andrew McInnes (RFF) Lola 644 FF 

11 Nick Bennett (RFF) Wren FF 

12 Laurie Bennett (QFF) Elfin 600B FF 

13 John Tarran (QFF) Lotus 61M FF 

14 John Pymble (RFF) Van Diemen FF 

15 Craig Degotardi (QFF) Elfin 600 FF 

16 Daniel Smith (QFF) Wren FF 

17 Grahame Burton (QFF) Hawke DL11 FF 

18 Steve Weller (QFF) Elfin 600 FF 

19 John Keating (QFF) Royale RP 24 FF 

20 Cameron Walters (RFF) Elwyn 003 

21 Cas Galjaardt (RFF) Elwyn 004 FF 

22 Norm Vesty (QFF) Zink Z-10 FF 

23 Bruin Beasley (QFF) Lola 440 FF 

24 Phil Randall (QFF) Hawke DL17 FF 

25 Doug Williams (QFF) Van Dieman FF 

26 Phil Marrinon (RFF) Galloway HG 5 F 

27 Bob Saunders (RFF) Wren FF 

28 Oliver King (RFF) Reynard FF 

29 Martin Dunlop (QFF) Elfin 600 FF 

30 Peter Landan (QFF) March 729 FF 

31 Graeme Degotardi(QFF) Bowin P6F 

32 Bill Vesty (QFF) Merlyn Mk 24 FF 

33 Ron Guppy (QFF) Lola T204 

34 Mike Richards (RFF) Royale RP31 FF 

35 Vic Andrews (RFF) VD RF81 

36 Lawrence Quilkey (QFF) Hawke DL17 FF 

Race One Saturday PM 

The original five lap race had to be shortened 
to three due to the earlier delay. A first lap 
incident between John Connelly and Chris 
King saw the race red flagged. In the 
subsequent re-run the finishing order was: 
 

Pos Driver Fastest lap 

1 Garry Watson (QFF) 1:15.5742* 

2 John Smith (QFF) 01:16.5 

3 Laurence Burford (QFF) 01:17.0 

4 Tim Berryman (RFF) 01:17.2 

5 Jonathan Miles (RFF) 01:16.9 

6 Andrew McInnes (RFF) 01:18.0 

7 Nick Bennett (RFF) 01:18.3 

8 Laurie Bennett (QFF) 01:18.1 

9 John Pymble (RFF) 01:20.1 

10 Daniel Smith (QFF) 01:20.5 

11 John Tarran (QFF) 01:20.9 

12 Craig Degotardi (QFF) 01:21.0 

13 Cameron Walters (RFF) 01:20.3 

14 Steve Weller (QFF) 01:21.2 

15 John Keating (QFF) 01:22.6 

16 Cas Galjaardt (RFF) 01:21.6 

17 Doug Williams (QFF) 01:22.6 

18 Norm Vesty (QFF) 01:21.2 

19 Phil Randall (QFF) 01:23.8 

20 Martin Dunlop (QFF) 01:24.2 

21 Bill Vesty (QFF) 01:27.5 

22 Mike Richards (RFF) 01:28.2 

23 Lawrence Quilkey (QFF) 01:27.6 

24 Graeme Degotardi QFF) 01:24.8 
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DNF Phil Marrinon (RFF) 01:24.7 

DNF Nick McDonald (QFF) 
 DNF Bob Saunders (RFF) 
 DNF Bruin Beasley (QFF) 
 

Race Two Sunday AM 

The race results were as follows; 
 

Pos Driver Race.Time 

   1 Garry Watson (QFF) 05:07.2 

2 John Smith (QFF) 05:09.8 

3 Tim Berryman (RFF) 05:14.5 

4 Andrew McInnes (RFF) 05:19.0 

5 Jonathan Miles (RFF) 05:19.1 

6 Laurence Burford (QFF) 05:19.6 

7 Nick Bennett (RFF) 05:19.7 

8 Laurie Bennett (QFF) 05:20.4 

9 Cameron Walters (RFF) 05:27.0 

10 Daniel Smith (QFF) 05:27.5 

11 John Pymble (RFF) 05:27.9 

12 Geoff Walters (RFF) 05:31.1 

13 John Tarran (QFF) 05:31.8 

14 Nick McDonald (QFF) 05:32.5 

15 Craig Degotardi (QFF) 05:32.7 

16 Bruin Beasley (QFF) 05:33.8 

17 Steve Weller (QFF) 05:34.3 

18 John Connelly (QFF) 05:37.1 

19 Phil Randall (QFF) 05:40.9 

20 John Keating (QFF) 05:41.8 

21 Grahame Burton (QFF) 05:42.0 

22 Norm Vesty (QFF) 05:42.6 

23 Doug Williams (QFF) 05:44.2 

24 Martin Dunlop (QFF) 05:48.1 

25 Cas Galjaardt (RFF) 05:53.8 

26 Oliver King (RFF) 05:56.6 

27 Phil Marrinon (RFF) 05:57.8 

28 Peter Landan (QFF) 05:58.4 

29 Bill Vesty (QFF) 06:06.7 

30 Vic Andrews (RFF) 06:10.1 

31 Mike Richards (RFF) 06:26.7 

32 Ron Guppy (QFF) 06:27.8 

DNF Lawrence Quilkey (QFF) 03:15.3 
 

Race Three Sunday PM 

More contact saw another red flag, pushing 
the feature 40

th
 Anniversary race to the end of 

the program. This meant some Victorian 
competitors had to leave to make Monday 
work commitments. Also sadly the Watsons 
had to get back to Port Macquarie and missed 
the re-run. 
 
Further drama in the Smith pit when an errant 
throttle butterfly screw found itôs way into a 
cylinder. As these are fitted at the Weber 
Factory, this is something you cannot plan for 
or would expect. Due to the red flag the 
damage was fortunately minimal however this 
meant the top two qualifiers were now on the 
trailer. 
 
This left opened the way for Jonathan Miles to 
take out the main event in an impressive drive 
considering the talent behind him. 
 

Pos Driver Year Vehicle 

    1 Jonathan Miles (RFF) 1982 Reynard 

2 Tim Berryman (RFF) 1984 Reynard FF 

3 Laurie Bennett (QFF) 1971 Elfin 600B FF 

4 Andrew McInnes (RFF) 1983 Lola 644 FF 

5 Nick Bennett (RFF) 1981 Wren FF 

6 Cameron Walters (RFF) 1985 Elwyn 003 

7 John Connelly (QFF) 1975 Zinc Z10 FF 

8 Bruin Beasley (QFF) 1977 Lola 440 FF 

9 John Pymble (RFF) 1982 Van Diemen FF 

10 Nick McDonald (QFF) 1972 Birrana B72 FF 

11 Laurence Burford (QFF) 1975 Royale RP21 FF 

12 Grahame Burton (QFF) 1973 Hawke DL11 FF 

13 Cas Galjaardt (RFF) 1983 Elwyn 004 FF 

14 Norm Vesty (QFF) 1974 Zink Z-10 FF 

15 Daniel Smith (QFF) 1971 Wren FF 

16 Steve Weller (QFF) 1971 Elfin 600 FF 

17 Doug Williams (QFF) 1976 VD FF 

18 John Keating (QFF) 1978 Royale  

19 Peter Landan (QFF) 1972 March 729 FF 

20 Martin Dunlop (QFF) 1970 Elfin 600 FF 

21 Bill Vesty (QFF) 1973 Merlyn  

22 Mike Richards (RFF) 1982 Royale  FF 

23 Lawrence Quilkey (QFF) 1977 Hawke DL17 FF 

DNF Geoff Walters (RFF) 1981 Elwyn 003 

DNF Craig Degotardi (QFF) 1971 Elfin 600 FF 

DNF Oliver King (RFF) 1983 Reynard FF 

DNF John Tarran (QFF) 1970 Lotus 61M FF 
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DNF Phil Randall (QFF) 1976 Hawke DL17 FF 

DNF Vic Andrews (RFF) 1981 V D RF81 

STATE ROUND 4, LARNER 

SERIES ROUND 5 REPORT  

EASTERN CREEK, JULY 4-5, 2009 

A Biased Account - John Pymble 

 
A field of nineteen Formula Ford's took to the 
dummy grid on a cold and windy Saturday for 
qualifying. The pack was made up of 13 
modern cars, 3 Pre 90's and 3 Historics. The 
Historic suspects were Cas Galjaardt in the 
Elwyn 004, Steve Weller in the Elfin 600 and 
myself in the Van Diemen RF82. It was nice to 
be joined in the garage by Don Holland in the 
1989 Reynard, Doug Matley in the newly 
acquired 1989 Reynard and Tom Tweedie, 
having a weekend off from F3 duties, in his 
1986 Van Diemen. 
 
Qualifying results saw Leigh Burges in the 
Comtec Spirit on pole with a 1:39.42, closely 
followed by Daniel Lewis (Van Diemen RF02) 
and Ryhs McNally (Stealth S3). Tom Tweedie 
was 7

th
 outright and the fastest of the Pre 90's 

on a 1:41.21, followed by Matley (1:46.66) and 
Holland (1:47.07). Back where it really matters, 
in the Historic Department, it was Pymble 
1:48.12, from Galjaardt 1:49.49 and Weller 
1:50.49. 
 
Back in the garage there was excitement a 
plenty after Qualifying as Don Holland decided 
to do an engine change due to a serious lack 
of oil pressure. All hands and the cook leapt 
into removing the offending part while Don 
took off to grab his spare engine. We 
suggested a ten spot drop on the grid but 
Team Holland were having none of it. They 
made it to the race with seconds to spare, a 
very close run thing. 
 
Saturday afternoon's race, a seven lapper, 
saw 20 cars face the red lights, a sight us 
Historic folks are not that used to. Anyhow, 
when they went out we all took off.  At the 
chequered flag it was Burges from Lewis and 
McNally. Of the Pre 90's it was Tweedie by 35 
seconds over Matley and Holland a further 6 
seconds behind. Eight seconds later Pymble 
arrived having had a lonely race but first of the 
Historics, followed 7 seconds later by Weller, 
just three tenths ahead of Galjaardt.  
 

Sunday morningôs race was a six lap sprint 
under a sunny but cold sky. Matley had a poor 
start with clutch problems and by turn two 
Pymble was ahead of him and Holland only to 
be overtaken on the straight. Of the Pre 90's, 
Tweedie had cleared out and was first home 
and fourth outright, followed    26 seconds 
later by Matley, then 8 seconds to Holland with 
Pymble one second adrift and first Historic. 
Ten seconds later saw Galjaardt ahead of 
Weller by one tenth after a race long battle. Up 
front it was Burges from McNally and D'Limi 
after Lewis retired with mechanical problems. 
A blow for Daniel's Championship hopes as he 
was a solid second to Leigh. 
 
Sunday afternoon's eight lap race promised to 
give us something to get our teeth into and it 
did not disappoint. Back in the Old Boys 
Department Matley again had a poor start and 
by turn two Pymble was ahead of him and 
Holland and this time managed to hold them 
off for a couple of laps before being overtaken 
yet again down the straight by this pair and 
Craig Willis in a Spectrum, who had joined in 
the fun. Weller and Galjaardt were locked in 
their usual battle until the latter put an outside 
move on the former in turn one and it didn't 
quite come off, but Cas did! Happily, the spin 
was uneventful, but it did leave Cas with eyes 
like an owl in a storm. Of the Pre 90's, 
Tweedie again cleared out to finish first and 3

rd
 

outright, six seconds later was a freight train of 
Matley ahead of  Willis (in a Spectrum) by .03 
of a second, then Holland .02 of a second later 
and Pymble, again first of the Historics, two 
seconds behind. Twenty one seconds later 
Weller took out second Historic with a 
recovering Galjaardt arriving 17 seconds 
behind to take third. Up front it was Burges 
from McNally and, as previously mentioned, 
Tweedie. 
 
It was a very well run Meeting with some great 
racing, but best of all the cars came home with 
all their corners on them. Apologies for my 
skimpy report on the modern cars but from 
where I saw the races they were out of sight. 

Wakefield Park Spring Festival  

Wakefieled Park together with the Astor Hotel 
and Motel have combined resources to offer 
competitors a one day meeting this coming 
August 7. Running under AASA this meeting 
offers real value or money, and is open to 
competitors with either a CAMS or Wakefield 
Licence. Contact Tony Cavanagh for details 
on 02 4822 2485. 
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Bruin Beasley Lola T440 

ORAN PARK  

SCRAPBOOK  
photography courtesy  

Steve Oom 
 

Gary Watson, Mawer 004 

Feature race Winner Jonathan Miles  
follows Tim Berryman 

Jonathan Miles Reynard 

John Tarran waves to the Lotus fans. His unique 
aerodynamic setup was actually due to some unfortunate 
contact in the final race. 

Andrew McInnes  leads Burford, Bennett and 
Walters Snr. onto the main straight.  

Laurie  Bennett  Elfin 600 
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Formula Ford 40 Year  Festival  Points Tally ð By Outright  

Driver Cat Ph 
Island 

Mallala Oran Pk Morgan  Sandown Total 

Miles Jonathan B 13.5 34 27   74.5 

McInnes Andrew B 12 32 20   64 

McDonald Nick A 18 35 6   59 

Berryman Tim B 21  31   52 

Bennett Laurie A  25 19   44 

Bennett Nick B 9 18 12   39 

Tweedie Tom A 39     39 

Stubber Ray B 34.5     34.5 

Burford Laurence A 16.5  16   32.5 

Waston  Garry A   26   26 

Smith John A 4.5  20   24.5 

Blanchard Tim A 19.5     19.5 

Connelley John A 9  9   18 

Eva Greg A  18    18 

Smith Daniel A 1.5 7 7   15.5 

Watkins  David B 3 12    15 

Beasley Bruin A  5 8   13 

Richards Mike B 3 5 3   11 

Walters Cameron B 3  8   11 

Pymble John B 3  7   10 

Guppy Ron A 1.5 7 1   9.5 

Walters Geoff B 7.5  2   9.5 

Matley Doug B 3 6    9 

Sampson Brian B 9     9 

Vesty  Norm A  6 3   9 

Beats Allan A 3 5    8 

Watson Greg A 7.5     7.5 

Dunlop Martin A  3 3   6 

Galjaardt Cas B 3  3   6 

Johns Brian B  6    6 

Vesty  Bill A  3 3   6 

Williams Doug A 3  3   6 

McInnes Geoff A 1.5 4    5.5 

Marrinon Phil B 3  2   5 

Tarran  John A   5   5 

Burton Grahame A 1.5  3   4.5 

Newall Andy A 4.5     4.5 

Koch Jonathon A  4    4 

Thompson Jeff A 1.5 2    3.5 

Brennan David B 3     3 

Brewin Jonathan A 3     3 

Chisholm Snow A 3     3 

Cowan Lyn A 3     3 




